
 

 

Minutes 
Joint Education Relations Committee Town of Farragut/Knox County Schools 

September 6, 2011 
4:00 PM 

Town Hall Board Room 
 

 
Committee Members Present 
Mark Littleton, Russell Barber, Michael Singletary, Nancy Wentz, Gary Palmer 
 
Staff Present  
Valerie Millsapps 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
Mr. Singletary moved to approve the August 2, 2011 minutes.  Seconded by Ms. Wentz.  All voted in 
favor. 
 
Individual School Update 

 Hardin Valley Academy- Sallee Reynolds, Principal 
Mr. Singletary discussed the Hardin Valley update. See Attachment A for a detail list of needs 
and important facts about the Hardin Valley Academy provided by Mr. Singletary. 

 Farragut High School- Mike Reynolds, Principal 
Mr. Littleton discussed the Farragut High School update. See Attachment B for a detail list of 
important facts about the Farragut High School provided by Mr. Littleton.  

 Farragut Middle School- Heather Karnes, Principal 
Ms. Wentz discussed the Farragut Middle School update. Ms. Wentz stated the biggest needs 
addressed by Principal Karnes were: 

a. Technology 
b. Cleaning of curtains downstairs 
c. New sign out front 
d. Update some computer labs 
e. Possibly coordinate a Farragut schools day for fundraising 
f. Volunteers to come speak with the kids thru the Vols4Stem program within Knox 

County 

 Farragut Intermediate School-Kay Wellons, Principal 
Mr. Barber discussed the Farragut Intermediate School update. Mr. Barber provided the group 
with the Optimist Club Letter that Ms. Wellons sent. See Attachment C for the letter to the 



Optimist Club. Ms. Wellons stated the school was very thankful to Mr. Bud Mckelvey for 
bringing mulch to their school.  Some if the items that Ms. Wellons addressed were: 

a. The schools supplies drive the Schools Committee done last year and would like to 
see this again. (maybe combine with the PTA) 

b. Computers 
c. I Pads for the RTI students to improve their skills 

 Farragut Primary School-Julia Craze, Principal 
Mr. Palmer stated Ms. Craze was going to attend the meeting. Ms. Craze was not at the meeting 
and Mr. Palmer stated he would contact Ms. Craze via email to get a list of needs. 

 
Ms. Wentz stated a “School Wants” section was published in the News Sentinel. This would be an 
opportunity to highlight a Farragut School. Mr. Littleton stated the school update will be a great 
direction for the committee to compile a list of all school needs. Mr. Littleton displayed a saying, “Do the 
Math… Great Schools=Great Community”. Mr. Littleton stated the committee work with the Town of 
Farragut and get the business community to partner with the schools and get the community support. 
Mr. Singletary stated an action item could be hitting up businesses for support or contact the chamber 
to get their advice on partnering with businesses or help lead fundraising for the community.  Mr. 
Barber stated with Costco coming would be a primetime for a donation/partner opportunity. Mr. 
Littleton stated the High School in Illinois that Mr. Reynolds mentioned in Attachment B has created 
something to support the schools. Mr. Littleton questioned how our committee can create something 
that will sustain the committee as new members are appointed. Mr. Littleton stated opportunities exist 
besides money, we can partner with schools with hands on learning. Ms. Wentz stated that she came 
from upstate New York and the school system monies went their school and that anything we buy for 
Farragut is technically property of Knox County. Mr. Littleton stated the committee needs to investigate 
and then pitch an idea to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen. Mr. Palmer suggested the committee 
generate ideas in a strategic plan format and work on goals from the strategic plan framework. See 
Attachment D for the Strategic Plan example.  Mr. Singletary suggested the committee summarize what 
the needs are.  
 

Items for next meeting: 
 Valerie to email committee strategic plan example to be summarized by midmonth and then 

send list back to Mr. Littleton. 

 Plan for more than an hour at the next meeting as the committee will be working on the 
strategic plan. 

 
Mr. Russell moved to adjourn at 5:10 PM. All voted in favor.  
 

Next meeting Tuesday, October 5, 2011 at 4:00 PM in the Town Hall Board 
Room. 
 
 

 
________________________________ 
Mark Littleton, Chairman 
 Schools Committee  
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