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1 An Overview of Land Use Law in Tennessee, Sam Edwards and George Dean, P 62-65, 2017, Sponsored by the 
Tennessee Municipal League. 



BOMA Workshop 

March 12, 2020 

Pain Management & Drug Treatment Facilities 

 

I. Definitions 

Drug treatment clinic or facility: A licensed facility for the counseling of patients and/or the issuing of a 
prescription for, or dispensing of methadone, suboxone, or similar medications, in the treatment, 
maintenance, and/or detoxification of persons, for outpatient, non-residential purposes only.  

- (Knoxville “Drug Treatment Clinic + Knox County Methadone 
Clinic) 
 

Pain management clinic: A privately-owned facility in which a medical doctor, an osteopathic physician, 
an advanced practice nurse, and/or a physician assistant provides pain management services to 
patients, a majority of whom are issued a prescription for, or are dispensed, opioids, benzodiazepine, 
barbiturates, or carisoprodol, or similar medications, for more than ninety (90) days in a twelve (12) 
month period. A pain management clinic does not include:  

1. A medical or dental school, an osteopathic medical school, a nursing school, a physician assistant 
program or an outpatient clinic associated with any of the foregoing schools or programs; 

2. A hospital as defined in T.C.A § 68-11-201, including any outpatient facility or clinic of a hospital; 

3. Hospice services ad defined in T.C.A. § 68-11-201; 

4. A nursing home as defined in T.C.A. § 68-11-201; 

5. A facility maintained or operated by the state government; or 

6. A hospital or clinic maintained or operated by the federal government.  

- (Taken from Knox County, with modification) 
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II. Minimum Requirements 

This section prescribes the conditions under which drug treatment or pain management clinics or 
facilities may be permitted in the C-1, C-2, C-3,  O-1, O-1-3, and O-1-5 zoning districts. 

A. The approval by the Town of a pain management or drug treatment clinic or facility shall be 
contingent upon the receipt of the appropriate license and certificate of need by the State of 
Tennessee Department of Health or Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse.

B. Applicants seeking approval of a pain management or drug treatment clinic or facility shall provide 
written documentation that the Knox County Sheriff's Department has been notified in writing 
regarding the facility's proposed location, hours of operation, programs and treatment methods 
offered, and staffing levels and qualifications. 

C. The clinic or facility shall not be located within one thousand (1,000) feet of any public or private 
school, day care facility, public library, community center or public park, as measured from 
property line to property line.

D. The clinic or facility shall be situated on a parcel that fronts or has direct access to an arterial 
street as shown on the Farragut Major Road Plan, Tennessee.

E. Off-street parking shall be provided for the facility at a rate of five (5) spaces per one thousand 
(1,000) square feet of clinic floor area.

       (Taken from Knox County, with modification) 
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