














MEETING DATE:  December 19, 2024      AGENDA ITEM #4 

 

REPORT TO THE FARRAGUT MUNICIPAL 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

PREPARED BY: Mark Shipley, Community Development Director  

    

SUBJECT: Discussion and public hearing on approval of a preliminary plat and a variance from the 

distance between driveways requirement in the Driveways and Other Access Ways 

Ordinance for the Serenade at Farragut, 421 N. Watt Road, 30 units, 9.2 Acres, Zoned 

Neighborhood/Convenience Commercial (NCC) (Robert Campbell & Associates, 

Applicant)  

 

 

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND: This item involves a request for approval of a preliminary 

plat for a mixed-use neighborhood project along the west side of N. Watt Road near the Town limits. As 

part of the preliminary plat, the applicant has also requested a variance from the distance between 

driveways requirement for arterial streets in the Driveways and Other Access Ways Ordinance. The 

minimum separation required is 400 feet and the proposed access would be roughly 131 feet from the 

nearest access to the south, which is noted as Harbin Lane (currently a driveway to a single dwelling 

unit) on the access exhibit included in the packet. Thus, prior to acting on the preliminary plat, the 

Planning Commission will need to consider approval of a variance of 269 feet from the distance between 

driveways requirement noted above. 

 

DISCUSSION: The access was discussed when the concept plan was submitted in 2022 and the design 

engineer noted that the main reason for the proposed location was to provide maximum sight distance. 

Should development occur on the 50-acre tract on the east side of N. Watt Road that is currently served 

by Harbin Lane, the staff will work with the developer to line up accesses. This property is mostly 

within the Town, including where the access would be situated when developed. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: Along with the access exhibit, the preliminary plat set is included in the 

packet. In terms of the access variance, the sight distance is only marginally improved (roughly 25 feet) 

with the proposed location in relation to an access that would line up with Harbin Lane. As mentioned 

above, if the variance is approved for the proposed access, the staff will work with the property owner 

on the east side of N. Watt Road to line up the accesses when that property is developed. Harbin Lane 

currently only serves a single-family dwelling unit. Once the Planning Commission acts on the variance 

request, the staff will include this for the Board of Mayor and Alderman’s consideration.  

 

In terms of the preliminary plat, the staff recommends approval subject to the following items being 

addressed: 

 

1. The access reflecting what is ultimately approved by the Planning Commission and Board of 

Mayor and Aldermen. 

2. Please include a utility plan sheet to show where electric, fiber, telephone, gas, etc., are to be 

located for the project.  

3. Please provide a drainage permit fee payment in an amount to be determined by the Town 

Engineer. 
















































































