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FARRAGUT VISUAL RESOURCES REVIEW BOARD – Minutes

The Farragut Visual Resources Review Board met on Tuesday, August 23, 2022.  Chairman Marty Layman presided.  Members in attendance were Marty Layman, Jeanie Stow, Derek Wright, Randy Armstrong, Stephen Marlowe, and Youth Representative Anna Gibbs.  Ms. Brittany Moore was absent.  The Town Board member position was vacant and pending appointment.

Chairman Layman called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

1.	Minutes:
A motion was made by Ms. Stow to approve the July 26, 2022, minutes as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Wright, and it passed unanimously.

2.	Ground Mounted Sign Applications:

a) Ageless Medical Spa – 11673 Parkside Drive
Individual Tenant Panel Sign located at 11673 Parkside Drive.
Ageless Medical Spa requested approval for an individual tenant panel sign located at 11673 Parkside Drive.

The staff recommended approval of the sign noting that the tenant panel appeared to be legible and compatible with the other signs on the existing monument sign.

Mr. Armstrong made a motion to approve the sign.  Mr. Marlowe seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

b) Dixie Lee Wines & Liquors – 13044 Kingston Pike
Permanent Ground Mounted Sign located at 13044 Kingston Pike.
Dixie Lee Wines & Liquors requested approval for a new refaced monument ground sign located at 13044 Kingston Pike.

The staff explained that the plan involved installing a new sign face with a different message/look on an existing non-conforming sign structure.  Staff noted that the refaced sign would be considered new under the Town’s ordinance and should be brought into conformance with all applicable requirements.  This would include setbacks, sign size and height, sign base, address numbers, and landscaping.  The staff then noted that the plans and materials submitted to date did not demonstrate conformance with the Town’s requirements.  The staff recommended deferral until fully compliant plans are submitted.

The Board discussed the issue.  Mr. Marlowe made a motion to defer action on the request until a compliant plan was submitted.  Ms. Stow seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

c) Farragut Golf and Games – 164 West End Avenue
Permanent Ground Mounted Entry Sign located at 164 West End Drive.
Farragut Golf and Games is requesting approval for a refaced ground mounted entry sign located at 164 West End Avenue.

The staff explained that plan involved refacing an existing offsite sign located on an existing easement and/or property owned by M&M Development Inc within the West End Center.  The request was being made under an existing easement and legal agreement that effects both properties.  It was staff’s understanding that there may have been a previous legal determination addressing the preexisting signage and easement agreements within the West End Center.  Staff noted that he had requested input from the Town’s attorney on the matter.  The refaced sign would be considered new under the Town’s ordinance and staff felt that it should be required to meet the sign related requirements of the noted easement/legal agreement and/or the Town’s ordinance as applicable.  The staff recommended deferral until the Town Attorney could provide input on the issue.

The Board discussed the issue and whether the sign would meet the applicable requirements.  The staff noted that, apart from its existing location on the easement/West End Center, it could with minor changes to the landscaping plan and compliant lighting.  In an effort to avoid unnecessary delay, Mr. Wright made motion to approve the plan subject to the Town Attorney favorably reporting on the issue, and a compliant landscaping and lighting plan being submitted.  Mr. Armstrong seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

d) Farragut Golf and Games – 164 West End Avenue
Ground Mounted Main/Primary Sign located at 164 West End Drive.
Farragut Golf and Games is requesting approval for a ground mounted main/primary sign located at 164 West End Avenue.

The staff explained that the plan involved refacing an existing pylon sign.  Staff noted that the sign was located on the same existing easement and/or property owned by M&M Development Inc within the West End Center and presented the same issues as the proceeding agenda items.  In this case, however, the existing sign structure would also not meet any of the applicable requirements for approval.  The staff recommended deferral until the Town Attorney could provide input on the issue and the applicant can be provided better guidance on the matter and how best to move forward.

Mr. Marlowe made a motion to defer action on the request pending the requested input from the Town Attorney and submission of a compliant plan.  Ms. Stow seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

e) First Baptist Concord Church – 11704 Kingston Pike
Athletic Field Scoreboard located at 11704 Kingston Pike.
First Baptist Concord Church requested approval for an athletic field scoreboard located at 11704 Kingston Pike.

The staff explained that the First Baptist Concord Church planned to locate a new scoreboard in the southern most corner of their property.  The proposed scoreboard was approximately 16.5 feet tall by 25 feet wide, mounted on I-beam support columns.  The total height of the mounted scoreboard, as proposed, would be 22.5 feet.  The staff then explained that athletic field signage, including scoreboards, is permitted on non-governmental properties provided that it is not visible from public rights-of-way and adjacent properties.  Staff noted that the applicants had orientated the sign on the site and were proposing to add landscape screening along select sections of Belleaire Drive to satisfy the visibility related requirements.  Staff then explained that the Board was being asked to determine whether the sign’s proposed site location, orientation, and landscape screening would satisfy the ordinance’s visibility requirements.

The Board discussed the issue and viewed several submitted photos and a video of the site along Belleaire Drive to evaluate the adequacy of the proposed landscaping.  Representatives of the church were present to further explain the plan and answer questions.  Residents of the surrounding area were also present to voice their concerns regarding noise and the possibility of digital messaging or spotlights on the sign.  The applicants indicted that the scoreboard was a traditional style board without digital message boards.  They also noted that there were no spotlights.  The residents were particularly concerned about noise, but the Board noted that their role in reviewing the application was its visual impacts under the sign ordinance.  The applicants noted that the scoreboard did have internal speakers for typical game related functions.  In response to resident questions regarding the future addition of external speakers or lights, the Board noted that any approval would be based on the plan as submitted.  There were also concerns expressed about the sides and back of the structure being visible from adjoining properties.

Mr. Wright made a motion to approve the plan subject to the proposed landscape screening plus the addition of similar screening behind the sign being installed as discussed, the landscaping being installed either before or at the same time as the scoreboard, and with the understanding that the scoreboard was being approved as presented and that additional speakers and/or lighting could not be added without subsequent approvals.  Mr. Armstrong seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

3.	Other Business:

a) Staff Report – Wall Sign Applications Approved in the Past Month
The staff reported that the following six wall sign applications had been approved during the past month:
Club Champion – 11651 Parkside Drive,
Lee Company – 12522-12546 Kingston Pike,
Dixie Lee Liquor – 13044 Kingston Pike,
CM Chicken – 115 Brooklawn Street,
Farragut Golf and Games – 164 West End Drive.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm
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