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FARRAGUT VISUAL RESOURCES REVIEW BOARD – Minutes


The Farragut Visual Resources Review Board met on Tuesday, September 26, 2023.  Vice-Chairman Brittany Moore presided.  Members in attendance were Brittany Moore, Stephen Marlowe, Sue Stuhl, Scott Russ, Derek Wright, and Youth Representative Kate Myers.  Mayor Ron Williams and Chairman Marty Layman were absent.

Vice-Chairman Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

1.	Minutes
A motion was made by Mr. Wright to approve the August 22, 2023, minutes as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Russ and passed unanimously.

2.	Staff Report – Wall Sign Applications Approved in the Past Month
The staff reported that the following wall sign application had been approved during the past month:
· Myers Bros. Cornerstone – 12760 Kingston Pike
· PGA Superstore (Parkside Dr. Building Elevation) – 11491 Parkside Drive
· PGA Superstore (Interstate Building Elevation) – 11491 Parkside Drive

3.	Ground Mounted Sign Applications:

1. Mind & Body Wellness - located at 10904 Kingston Pike
Individual Tenant Panel Sign located at 10904 Kingston Pike.
Mind & Body Wellness requested approval for an individual tenant panel sign at 10904 Kingston Pike.

The staff noted that the panel appeared to be legible and recommended approval.

Mr. Marlowe made a motion to approve the sign panel.  Mr. Russ seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

1. StatCare - located at 10904 Kingston Pike
Individual Tenant Panel Sign located at 10904 Kingston Pike.
StatCare requested approval for an individual tenant panel sign at 10904 Kingston Pike.

The staff noted that the panel appeared to be reasonably legible and recommended approval.

Ms. Stuhl made a motion to approve the sign panel.  Mr. Wright seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

1. Los Potrillos - located at 11151 Kingston Pike
Individual Tenant Panel Sign located at 11151 Kingston Pike.
Los Potrillos requested approval for an individual tenant panel sign at 11151 Kingston Pike.

The staff explained that the panel in question was fairly small and that script lettering on the sign could limit legibility.  Staff noted that he had suggested the applicants approach the center’s owner to see if they could take up additional space on the sign and enlarge the panel size.  Unfortunately, this was apparently not an option.  The staff also noted that there were other small panel signs in the Town that presented similar issues and that the Board would need to determine if the sign was legible enough for approval.

The Board discussed the panel size and potential legibility issues.  The consensus opinion was that, although not ideal, the sign would be legible enough to serve its purpose.  Mr. Russ made a motion to approve the sign panel.  Mr. Wright seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

1. Las Michoacanas - located at 11151 Kingston Pike
Individual Tenant Panel Sign located at 11151 Kingston Pike.
Las Michoacans requested approval for an individual tenant panel sign at 11151 Kingston Pike.

The staff noted that the tenant panel was located on the same ground sign as the proceeding items and presented the same issues.

The Board discussed the proposed sign and again determined that it was legible enough to be approved.  Mr. Russ made a motion to approve the sign panel.  Mr. Marlowe seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

1. Smoke Shop - located at 12556 Kingston Pike
Individual Tenant Panel Sign located at 12556 Kingston Pike.
Smoke Shop requested approval for an individual tenant panel sign at 12556 Kingston Pike.

The staff noted that the panel appeared to be reasonably legible and recommended approval.

Mr. Wright made a motion to approve the sign panel.  Mr. Marlowe seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

1. Parkside Plaza 1 – Located at 11400 Parkside Drive
Interior Accessory (directory) Sign located at 11400 Parkside Drive.
Parkside Plaza 1 requested approval for an interior accessory directory sign located at the main entrance to the office building at 11400 Parkside Drive.

The staff explained that the application involved the replacement of an existing directory sign with a new, updated one.  Staff then noted that the installed sign would have to meet the applicable setback of five feet from the parking lot curb lines and 60 feet from the property lines as shown on the plans.  The staff recommended approval.

Mr. Marlowe made a motion to approve the sign.  Mr. Russ seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

1. Parkside Plaza 1 – Located at 11400 Parkside Drive
Interior Accessory (directory) Sign located at 11400 Parkside Drive.
Parkside Plaza 1 requested approval for a second interior accessory directory sign located at the parking lot entranceway for the building at 11400 Parkside Drive.

The staff explained that the application involved the replacement of a second existing directory sign on the site.  The staff then recommended approval noting that it would have to meet the same setback requirements as the first sign discussed in the proceeding item.

Mr. Wright made a motion to approve the sign.  Mr. Russ seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

g) Chase Bank – Located at 11242 Kingston Pike
External ATM and Associated Equipment Signage located at 11242 Kingston Pike.
Chase Bank requested approval for an external drive-up ATM sign and associated canopy sign and facilities.

Staff noted that Chase Bank was requesting approval for two signs associated with a planned drive-up ATM facility at 11242 Kingston Pike.  Staff explained that under the Town’s Sign Ordinance, each external ATM can have one sign not to exceed two square feet in area posted on the machine and one sign not to exceed two square feet in area posted above the drive lane on the overhead canopy.  Staff noted that the original plans had been revised to eliminate excess branding/signage and recommend approval of the request.

Mr. Russ then made a motion to approve the ATM and related canopy sign.  Ms. Stuhl seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

4.	Landscape Plans

a) Grigsby Park Development, Phase 1 - located off Grigsby Chapel Road
Landscape plan for Phase 1 of the Grigsby Park development.
This item involved a landscape plan for Phase 1 of the Grigsby Park development located off Grigsby Chapel Road.  The preliminary plan and subdivision plat for this phase of the development has been approved by the Planning Commission and the final plant should be approved in the near future. 

Staff reviewed the plan noting that it included required landscape elements for the detention basin and buffer strips, along with street trees as part of the required streetscape plan.  Staff also noted that the plan included additional buffer plannings that the developer had previously agreed to at the request of Westside Unitarian Church, which adjoined the site to the west.  The staff explained that the applicant was using this additional buffer area to satisfy their replacement tree requirements.  The staff recommended approval of the plan.

The Board discussed the plan.  Several members of the Westside Unitarian Church were present to address the noted additional buffer plantings.  They noted that the proposed Nellie Stevens Hollies would need several male plants mixed in with the female plants to ensure good berry production.  They also noted a low spot along the retaining wall and asked that sufficient soil be added to ensure good planting conditions.  A representative of the developer was present and agreed to ensure that a few male plants are included with the Hollies and that the noted low spot was addressed.  Mr. Russ made a motion to approve the plan.  Mr. Wright seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.


5.	Other Business

a) Discussion – Participation in the Adopt-a-Stream Cleanup Program
The Board discussed possible cleanup dates and decided on the morning of Saturday, November 4th.


Meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm
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