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FARRAGUT VISUAL RESOURCES REVIEW BOARD – Minutes


The Farragut Visual Resources Review Board met on Tuesday, October 24, 2023.  Vice-Chairman Brittany Moore presided.  Members in attendance were Brittany Moore, Stephen Marlowe, Scott Russ, Derek Wright, and Youth Representative Kate Myers.  Mayor Ron Williams, Ms. Sue Stuhl and Chairman Marty Layman were absent.

Vice-Chairman Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

1.	Minutes
A motion was made by Mr. Russ to approve the September 26, 2023, minutes as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Wright and passed unanimously.

2.	Staff Report – Wall Sign Applications Approved in the Past Month
The staff reported that the following wall sign application had been approved during the past month:
· Hearthside Bank - 11140 Kingston Pike (Kingston Pike Elevation)
· Hearthside Bank - 11140 Kingston Pike (Parking lot Elevation)
· Chase Bank – 11242 Kingston Pike (Kingston Pike Elevation)
· Chase Bank – 11242 Kingston Pike (Brooklawn St Elevation)
· PGA Superstore – 11491 Parkside Dr (Interstate Elevation) Revised Approval
· PGA Superstore – 11491 Parkside Dr (Parkside Dr Elevation) Revised Approval

3.	Ground Mounted Sign Applications:

1. Pals Automotive - located at 314 N. Watt Road
Primary Permanent Ground Sign located at 314 N. Watt Road
Pals Automotive requested approval for a new primary ground sign at their facility located on North Watt Road.

The staff noted that the application lacked an adequate site plan and a landscape plan.  Staff then explained that the business owner was also planning a small addition to the building with exterior renovations, and that the renovation information was needed to ensure that the required sign base and structure are architecturally compatible with the building.  The staff recommended deferral due to the deficiencies and pending potential building renovations.

Mr. Russ made a motion to defer action on the incomplete request.  Mr. Marlowe seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

1. Discount Tire - located at 11201 Kingston Pike
Primary Permanent Ground Sign located at 11201 Kingston Pike.
Discount Tire requested approval for a significantly remodeled primary ground sign at their facility located at the intersection of Kingston Pike and West End Boulevard.

The staff noted that the owner/applicant had withdrawn the item from consideration and requested postponement.  Staff explained that the owner is considering remodeling the exterior of the building and the sign’s base and structure would need to be architecturally compatible with the new exterior.

1. Tommy’s Slalom Shop - located at 11407 Outlet Drive
Primary Permanent Ground Sign located at 11407 Outlet Drive.
Tommy’s Slalom Shop is requesting approval for a primary ground sign at their new facility located on Outlet Drive.

The staff explained that the application involved a new 24 square foot monument ground sign with a compliant two-foot-high compatible base.  The staff noted that the proposed sign and plans met the Town’s requirements and recommended approval.

Mr. Marlowe made a motion to approve the sign.  Mr. Wright seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

4.	Landscape Plans

a) Dollar General and Advanced Auto Parts - located on Kingston Pike
Landscape plan for Dollar General and Advanced Auto Parts.
This item involved a landscape plan for the new Dollar General and Advanced Auto Parts development located on the south side of Kingston Pike, approximately 600 feet east of Watt Road. 

The staff noted that the developer was in the process of making changes to the overall site plan for the development and had withdrawn the item from consideration and requested postponement. 



b) Biddle Farms Development, Multi-Family and Commercial Phases - located off Kingston Pike and Brooklawn Street
Landscape plan for the Multi-Family and Commercial Phases (Phase 2 & 3) of the Biddle Farms Development.
This item involved a landscape plan for the multi-family and main commercial phases of the larger Biddle Farms development located off Kingston Pike and Brooklawn Street.  The landscape plan for the first phase of the development was approved in June of 2021 and included the Aldi store and related parking, and the two main detention basins for the larger development area.

The staff reviewed the plan noting that it included required landscape elements for shade trees, landscaping around the buildings, and replacement trees for both phases of the development.  It also included elements of a required streetscape plan and a public restroom facility area within the development.  The staff recommended approval of the plan subject to the following:

1. The addition of a note indicating that the maintenance of the Bioretention areas will be provided for in the development’s stormwater covenants (as planned by the developer).

2. Relabel the trees around the public restrooms as public area streetscape trees on sheet L1.1 (as opposed to street trees).

3. An agreement between the developer and Town regarding ongoing maintenance responsibilities for the landscaping on public areas within the development, as noted on the plan.

The staff also asked the Board to discuss and consider the proposed use of Autumn Flame Red Maple trees in the angled parking islands along Brooklawn Street.  The trees would be located within the public road right-of-way but, because of their location within the islands, would not be as close to the actual roadway as a typical street tree.  Staff explained that the proposed tree is larger than what the Town typically defines as an appropriate street tree, which would have a mature crown width of approximately 25 feet to better avoid conflicts between truck traffic and overhanging branches.  Staff noted that the potential for such conflicts along Brooklawn Street may be limited because the trees were setback further in the parking islands.  In addition, the use of a larger tree in the area may be more appropriate relative to the size and scale of the apartment buildings.



The Board discussed the plan and the proposed use of the Red Maple trees along Brooklawn.  Annette Hommel, the plans designer, and representative of the owner/developer was present to answer questions.  Mr. Russ made a motion to approve the plan subject to the staff’s recommendations being addressed.  The motion also included the approved use of Autumn Flame Red Maple trees as discussed.  Mr. Wright seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 7:27 pm
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